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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership dues for the TCRG are $25 
per calendar year.  Membership in the Early 
Ford V-8 Club of America (the National 
Club) is a membership requirement of the 
Twin Cities Regional Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2019 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Bill Gay   651-645-9260 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Mike Wyman    651-644-5684 
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday  GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

  Louisiana Café 
  Selby and Dale  
   9 AM 

 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

April 1            Tony Flores 

April 1   John Titus 

April 4   Larry Suhsen 

April 6   Liz Blood 

April 17   Steve Seidl 

April 19   Gordie Ditmanson 

April 19  Stacy Mix 

April 22   JoAnne Baker 

April 28   Bob Parmalee 

   April President's Message  

  
 Spring is here!!!  The first member to drive his Early Ford V8 to a club function was Bill Gay; he drove his 
1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor to the March Geezer breakfast.  I attended my first car show of the year; Motorhead Mad-
ness in Duluth.  There were only a couple Early Ford V8s, mostly muscle cars and street rods. 

 The plans for the All Ford picnic are coming together.  It will be held at a new location this year-Spire Credit 
Union administrative office building @ 2025 Larpenteur Ave West in Falcon Heights on June 12, 2022. SAVE THE 
DATE!  We will be looking for members to assist in making this a great event.  There will be many opportunities to 
help out. 

 We are also planning a picnic this summer to celebrate the club's 50 years.  Watch for more details as they 
develop. 

 On an International level, I attended a Zoom meeting on March 16th with other regional group presidents and 
National board members.  We discussed keeping the regional group presidents updated on National/International ac-
tivities, being able to view "The V8 Times" magazine online now and the future of the club.  Membership has stayed 
about the same as last year but there will be a membership drive contest May 1st through July 31st.  So, if you know 
of anyone interested in joining, have them contact Gordy Ditmanson.  There are several National meets and tours 
planned for this summer after taking a break with COVID. Check out dates, locations and details in "The V8 Times" 
magazine or on the National website- www.EarlyFordV8.org.  They are also offering a new flash drive that contains 
fifty-six years (336 issues) of "The V8 Times".  This is searchable so you can easily find an article on what you are 
looking for based on car or question. 

 I would like to congratulate Bill Gillies, our "Rumble Sheet" editor for the Golden Quill award he received 
from "The Old Cars Weekly" magazine again this year.  Great job, Bill!  And thank you to all that sent him articles.  
You too could be published in this award winning newsletter; just send your story/article/pictures to Bill. 

 If you have any ideas or activities that you would like the club to do, let a board member know or give me a 
call @ 320-396-2473. 

Mike Erickson,  
President of TCRG 46 

 

7:00 PM Wednesday April 6  
Culver’s  
4004 Silver Lake Road  
St Anthony, MN 55421  
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Ford Motor Company in the USA released the all new "name plate" Mercury in late 1938 as a 1939 model.  
Rival company, General Motors had the Pontiac, Oldsmobile and Buick priced between the low cost Chev-
rolet and top level Cadillac.  
Similarly, Chrysler Corporation had the Dodge, DeSoto, and Chrysler priced between the entry Plymouth 
and Imperial.  
Over at Ford, it was a much larger price gap between the entry Ford V8 and the Lincoln Zephyr.  
Edsel Ford convinced his father Henry that they needed a car priced between these two makes, and it was 
called Mercury.  
The 1939 Mercury was available in four different body styles, the Town Sedan (4 door), Sedan (2 door), 
Sedan-Coupe and Sport Convertible.  
Sales were encouraging, and it proved to be a good move, thanks to Edsel Ford.  
When I attended the Early Ford V8 Nationals held in Auburn, Indiana, I was drawn to this original un-
restored 1939 Mercury Town Sedan.  
What was very unusual, was that it was a very early production model and wore Ford Mercury Hubcaps.  
I was unaware of these very early models, and since then, have become friends with the owner and his son.  
Of all the 1939 Mercurys that I have seen displayed at USA V8 Nationals, this is the only one that I have 
seen with these Ford Mercury Hubcaps.  
As the Ford Motor Company wanted to distance the entry Ford V8 from the upper level Mercury, they 
quickly revised the wording on the Hubcap to read Mercury 8 and removed the word Ford.  
In 1936, Ford Motor Company offered buyers an optional Accessory Full Stainless Steel Hubcap that they 
called the Spyder Hubcap.  
This Accessory Spyder Hubcap was offered for all 4 years that the "wide five" bolt pattern wheel was used.  
Not to be outdone, Mercury also offered an optional Accessory Full Stainless Steel Hubcap for the 1939 
Mercury.  
The script on the very early Accessory Full Stainless Steel also read Ford Mercury. This is an extremely 
rare Hubcap.  
Wording on the Accessory Hubcap was also quickly revised to remove the word Ford.  
Ford Australia also released the 1939 Mercury, but only one body style was offered locally, the Town Se-
dan, and the Hubcaps all read Mercury 8.  
What is very unusual, is that Ford Australia offered the Accessory Full Stainless Steel Hubcaps for the 
1939 Mercury.  
Bobby Twyford owned a beautiful Black 1939 Mercury Town Sedan that had the Accessory Full Stainless 
Steel Hubcaps.  
With old Fords, you never stop learning.  
Trevor Poulsen <>< 

1939 Mercury  By Trevor Poulsen 
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THE SOUTHERN V8ER 

RELIABILITY RUN 2022 

Dave Warman 

This was the brainchild of John Gillman who was itching to get down & dirty in his 34 tudor. The plan was 
hatched to invite all corners to partake in a round trip via Lees valley out back of Oxford. All up, a little over 
100 miles. 

So it came to pass that on the morning of 19th February 2022 a motley crew of vintage cars and Early V8s, 
plus 4WD backup, met at Mandeville village on Tram Road. The big unknown for the day was always going 
to be, "Would we be able to ford the Okuku river at the far end of Lees valley"? 

It wasn't too long before we turned off the sealed road onto the winding, and sometimes steep, but definitely 
dusty, shingle road. All went well as we kept a wary eye out for vehicles coming the other way, canoeists on 
a mission, motorcyclists and a tractor caravan of revellers on trailers with a well stocked drink cabinet. 

All went well until we struck a deep watercourse in the middle of the road, with no way round. It's fair to say 
that the vintage boys had the upper hand here as they weren't saddled with distributors at puddle level. How-
ever all made it through, even if some were running a few cylinders shy. 

Then the front runners hit the Okuku river crossing, which was looking very ugly after recent flooding. The 
Model As took the plunge and like skinny wheeled tractors bounced their way across. Next was a Chevy 
truck who showed the lead for the V8s. Not to be shown up, John Winchester hit the water in his Barrelnose 
pickup and promptly got hung up on a boulder. A quick tug with a rope was all it took though and he was on 
the other side. The balance of the assembled drivers surveyed the scene and were busy resigning themselves 
to a valiant attempt at giving it a go or a stint on the rope when Karen turned up in the '54 to save the day. 

To explain, because she had a low clearance vehicle she chose to go via the reverse route and meet us on the 
north side of the river for a catchup after we had made our way across. However, she had only just got going 
on the alternate route when she came to a "road closed" barrier, due to a culvert washout, and the road 
deemed impassable. Showing good presence of mind she immediately headed our way and arrived just in 
time to stop us getting all the vehicles through the ford, only to have to retrace our steps much later on. 
 
On the strength of this we got the vehicles back from the other side and broke out the picnic hampers. Lunch 
was a pleasant affair on a warm country day and yarns were spun on the merits of, or lack of, the various ve-
hicles assembled. 

After lunch, followed by the drying out a couple of distributors, we headed for home at our own pace. Other 
than a few stops to take photos, there were no holdups and everyone made it out of the valley successfully. 
The day finished off with a drink at Mandeville to wash down the dust and we parted company. 

Thanks to John for trying something out of left field and getting a few people out of their comfort zones and 
doing something that these old cars were designed for back in the day. There is now talk of "Where will the 
next one be" and it would seem there is some consensus forming around a run through the Molesworth road 
between Hanmer Springs & Seddon. Awaiting your lead next summer John! 

The Southern V8er  Reginal Group #117 
New Zealand 
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THE SOUTHERN V8ER  Continued 

Attendees: 

John Gillman & Ben Johnson - 1934 Ford Tudor 

Pat Leahy & Richard Button - 1937 Ford Pickup 

David Whitfield - 1946 Chev Pickup 

Wayne Orpwood & Wayne Dyer - 1966 Chev Pickup 

Harry Orpwood & Lace the Dog - 1930 Model A Roadster Pickup Jonny Wilson -1928 Model A Roadster 

Karen & M ad i Ashworth -1954 Ford Customline 

Barry Taylor & a passenger - 1934 Ford Fordor 

John Winchester & a passenger - 1938 Ford V8 Pickup Wayne Irving & a passenger - 1928 Dodge Victory 6 

Terrence & 011ie Irving -1928 Model A Phaeton 

Wayne O'Donnell & Rod Wills - 1927 Chrysler 

Support Crew 

Jim Cook - Ranger 1 

Bob Musson -Ranger 2  
Dave Warman - Hilux  
Graham Freeman - Hilux  
Nyall Price - Hilux 

 The previous article comes from the March New Zealand news letter. I found this 37 page news letter full of 
interesting articles. The above was one I thought members might find interesting, just like the earlier days of 
our club when we use to drive ’em. Speaking of driv-
ing ‘em Bill Gay drove his ‘34 to Geezer breakfast. 
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 Fifteen members were present. Meeting start time: 7:41 pm             
 A. Treasurer – Bill G. – Bill was absent - we are in the black and all bills are paid.                    
 B. Secretary – Gary R. – Prior minutes were approved, no changes.           
 C. Membership – Gordy D. – Gordy was absent, but he reported we have 66 paid members at this 
  point. Two members will be dropping out.                                           
 D. Editor – Bill G. – Need articles for the newsletter. Always looking for interesting stories. 
                   
  E. Upcoming Events                             
  1. Gentlemen’s Breakfast - Louisiana Café – March 17, 2022, at 9 am. Board meeting to  
  follow.                                                                                                                  
  2. National Meet in Franklin, TN on June 1-6, 2022. That is the weekend of the All-Ford  
  Picnic.                      
  3. All-Ford Picnic-Dunwoody has turned us down for use of their parking lot for future car 
shows. TCRG does not fit their new criteria. A search is on for a new location to hold the show. Mike Wyman 
has reported about a possible new location at the Spire parking lot near Larpenteur and Prior. The board is 
considering the location and a date change due to the national meet.               
  4. Stockyards Days, New Brighton. Cancelled for another year. The committee for the activity 
is having problems getting volunteers and they don’t want us to park on the grass anymore.                                
  5. June 18, 2022-Drive Your Ford Day – This year it is the same day as Back to the 50’s. The 
board is considering a tour, to be determined.                
  6. August 23-28, 2022, Wisconsin Transportation Driving Tour. Eight members have signed 
up so far.                                              
  7. The club is considering meeting on weekends during the day. Meet at a restaurant or other 
location to make it easier for older members to attend. The board is looking for location ideas.                                                                                                                                                       
  8. Member Al Rehder offered for our club to meet at his garage complex in Eagan for possible 
future meetings. Mike E. groaned. It is a ½ days drive from his house.                                                                                           
 F. Old Business                                                                                                         
 G. New Business                     
  1. Bill Gay is our new treasurer and Mike Wyman is a new board member. Ron Christensen 
will be stepping down from the board. Thank you for your service, Ron.     
                            
 
  2. Since our banquet was cancelled due to covid the board is considering a picnic to take its 
place sometime this summer.                                    
  3. The board is considering a few day trips with the cars. A breakfast day trip or luncheon trip. 
                     
  4. Next board meeting will be March 17, 2022.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 pm.  
Respectfully submitted by  
Gary Rosenberger.                                                             

Membership Meeting March 2, 2022   Location: Davanni’s Pizza        
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  In attendance were 11 men for breakfast and 6 board members, President Mike Erickson, Gordy 
Ditmanson, Gary Rosenberger, Steve Seidl, Bill Gillies, and Mike Wyman.  
Meeting called to order at 10:12 am.                                                                                             
 A. Treasurer – Bill Gay- Bill stated we are in the black and all bills are paid.                 
 B. Secretary Report - Gary R. Prior minutes approved.                                  
 C. Membership - Gordy D. We have 72 paid members and 8 verbal commitments. TCRG mem-
berships run from Jan 1 to Jan 1. The new roster is just about ready to go to print. March will be the cut 
off for renewal          
 D. Editor – Bill G. Bill could use a few good articles. Please help Bill.                                           
 E. Upcoming Events                  
  1. April meeting may be moved or cancelled, because the church is not available currently.                    
  2. Gentleman’s Breakfast April 21 at the Louisiana Café.                                    
  3. All Ford Picnic—Mike Wyman contacted Spire Credit Union for use of their parking lot 
located at Larpenter & Prior, Falcon Heights. Mike is waiting for a call back from the CEO. We may need 
a $100 permit to host the show from the city. To be determined. The club is looking at June 12 to hold the 
show. Mini Birds Club is on board with the show. Gordy D. has contacted the Amtrack property in St 
Paul for a possible sit for the show. Waiting for more info.                              
  4. Gordy made a proposal last month to have a party (banquet) to celebrate the clubs 50th 
year and we could pass out the anniversary pins. Mary Gillies has volunteered to plan a function.  
               .                          
 F. Old Business                             
 G. New Business                           
  1. The Veit Museum is considering joining our club. We could have tours to and at the  
museum.                                                                                                   
  2. National Club News, the club has 7,030 members, new website update happening, digi-
tal version online, flash drives available, membership drive in the future. National Meets and driving tours 
this summer, see details in the V-8 Times. National Meet in Detroit June 11-17, 2023. It will be the 60th 
Anniversary. John Mc Burney will be the new head judge. June 18 will be, Drive your Ford Day, the club 
wants pictures taken and submitted.                
 H. Other                                            
  I. Membership Meeting – April 6, location TBD.                                         
 J. Next Board Meeting – April 21, Louisiana Café.               
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am.                                                            
Respectfully submitted by  
 
Gary Rosenberger.                  

                  Board Meeting Minutes March 17, 2022,   Location: Louisiana Cafe 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 

Ladies  
corner 


